
Management Notes
By Darin Marti

     MERGER:  A historic event for your 
cooperative took place March 6th when the 
membership voted to merge this cooperative with 
the MKC cooperative.  The vote was 135 to 14, 
overwhelmingly in favor of the proposal to merge!
     I was impressed with the turnout for the vote 
that night and appreciate all of you that took time to 
attend and take part in governance of your 
cooperative.  
     The effective date of the merger will be June 1, 
2014.  This may not be our first choice of dates but 
at the time it was set, there were other issues with 
doing it later.  I would ask you in advance for 
patience with us during that busy time as we learn a 
new computer system and adjust to any adjustments 
to policies that will be put into place.  We will 
certainly try to make the transition as seamless as 
possible for everyone involved but do realize there 
may be hitches.  
     EQUITY:  As we have gone about the 
notification processes for this merger, we have 
discovered that we have a number of accounts with 
equity that belongs to individuals that are deceased.  
It is our policy that family members of deceased 
individuals must make a request to the coop for 
payment of this equity.  In most of these cases the 
living family members of these accounts may not 
have been spouses, children or siblings or may not 
have known anything about Cooperative equity so 
did not follow up on it.  And in some cases, do not 
live in this local area.
     If you know of a deceased farmer in this area 
that left few close relatives or someone that may 
have left family members that did not understand 
cooperatives, please have them contact the coop to 
check on possible equity that may be available to 
them.   
     ANNUAL MEETING:  The Cooperative’s last 
annual meeting was held March 25th.  The financial 
report given, showed local earnings at $336,000 
and total earnings at $1,827,000 before taxes.  
There will be $1,189,000 allocated to members of 
which 35% will be paid in cash.  This equates to 
$.11 per bushel on grain and 5.6% of your supply 
purchase dollars being allocated back to you in the 
form of a patronage dividend.  Also at the meeting, 
the current slate of directors was re-elected.  It was 
also announced that Hal Mayer and Allan Wegner 
have been chosen by your board to represent this 
area on the MKC board of directors.

Alta Vista News
By Rick Lucas

     We have had a cold winter with little moisture 
so not many weeds have been growing in your 
fields.  This doesn’t mean that they are not there.  
You should still put down a pre-plant weed control 
on your corn and soybean acres.  The old thinking 
of “we will spray with Roundup and kill the weeds” 
is just not working any more.  This is looking like 

one of those years that crops are going to need all 
the moisture that you can get them so let’s “KILL 
THE WEED”.  If the label calls for 4 qt. don’t cut 
the rate and hope it will do the job. That’s about 
like buying a lottery ticket for a drawing each week 
and hoping you will win.  Not a very good chance 
of winning is it. Give us a call we have agronomist 
on staff to help make those decisions . If you need 
fertilizer or chemicals give us some time as freight 
is very tight and some product could be over a 
week before we can put a truck under them.
     Don’t forget our Mineral sale runs from March 
15th to May 15th, 2014.  We have stock tanks on 
hand at Alta Vista.  They are kept inside out of the 
weather  ask if you need stock tanks. POST POST 
WIRE WIRE we have them in stock. 
     The staff at Alta Vista are looking forward to 
our new venture with MKC in the coming months, 
it’s probably not the best time of year but we will 
“Getter Done.”

Onaga’s News
By Brent Beck

     Challenges...Well, this past winter registered as 
a bit of a challenge in my book and it looks like that 
same opinion might extend into the spring as well!!  

☺  But whether it’s cold, sleeting, snowing, hailing 
or raining the sun still comes up every morning, the 
grass will green up and warm weather WILL arrive.  
Grass and wheat greening up, trees budding, crops 
being planted, new calves, piglets, foals, kids, 
lambs, seeing that first robin…..are all indications 
that this spring, like any other, will be welcomed by 
each and every living creature as nature abounds 
before us.
     A challenge we are currently facing is nitrate 
availability.  We are tremendously back ordered on 
ammonium nitrate (34-0-0).  This in turn is causing 
a tighter supply on urea (46-0-0) and other forms of 
nitrogen as well.  We are asking each and every 
producer to work with us as much as possible to use 
other forms of nitrogen that are available when we 
are unable to obtain 34-0-0.  The shipments are 
currently sporadic at best, and we have very limited 
knowledge of when we are getting our next load.  
The supply is simply not as available as we would 
like to see.  I am confident that if we have the 
flexibility, of using other forms of nitrogen, such as 
urea and liquid N, we can get everyone taken care 
of in a pretty timely manner.  Thank you in advance 
for working with us to meet this challenge.
     Snow, frozen ground and cold soil temps have 
presented additional challenges during fall 2013 
and spring 2014 anhydrous application.  Custom 
anhydrous applications are moving forward at a fast 
pace.  C. J. is covering acres as quickly as possible 
and should be finished up in our area before this 
goes to print.  This area of business has increased 
dramatically in the short time we have offered the 
service.
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     During the last several months we have been 
asking feed customers at the Onaga location to 
call in and order their bulk or custom bagged 
feed needs prior to pick-up or delivery.  This has 
been fairly successful but we still are not 100% 
where we need to be on this issue.  Once again, I 
would ask that orders come in at least 24 hours 
in advance for bulk deliveries, 12 hours in 
advance for customer bulk feed pick up, and at 
least 48 hours in advance for bagged feed orders. 
This helps us to schedule our labor needs and 
use our resources more efficiently.  Bulk or 
custom bagged feed orders need to be called 
in to the front order desk.  That number is 
785-889-4226.  Tiffany, will schedule the feed 
orders and deliveries and if for some reason 
she is not here, feed orders will be scheduled by 
the person working at the front desk at that time.  
Please, do not call other employees cell phones 
or home phones to schedule your feed orders.  
This simply creates confusion and more work 
for everyone involved.  In order to meet the 
requirements of recent FDA legislation, feed 
orders must come through the front desk.  No 
exceptions.  Thank you in advance for working 
with us on these issues.  In the end it creates a 
win/win situation for both the customer and 
Farmers Cooperative Association.
     Make sure to stop in and take advantage of 
our livestock mineral promotion during the 
March 15th through May 15th promotion period.  
Remember Farmers Cooperative Association, 
for all your agricultural needs.  It is our goal to 
provide you with the best products and services 
possible.  We are constantly striving to improve 
on that goal, now, and in the years to come.  
Challenges are what we make of them!!  At 
Farmers Cooperative Association we are proud 
to be a part of a community where great people 
grow great things.  Have a great growing 

season!! ☺

Stover’s Story
By Dave Stover

     As of this writing spring work is well under 
way.  All of us, the Coop, the producers are 
working very hard to feed the world and get 
everything we can, done as fast as possible.  It is 
a daunting task.  We all work long hours, have 
weather interruptions, which then lead us to 
work harder and longer.  With all this being said, 
please don’t forget to be safe in your work.  
Agriculture is a rewarding endeavor, but it has 
inherent risks that we need to do our best to 
recognize and avoid harm.  
     With this new season brings new challenges 
and new ideas.  My challenge to you is to try at 
least one new process or idea in your farming 
plan.
     Farmers Cooperative has many programs at 
it’s disposal that just a few of our clients are 
using.  Here is a short list of them:

 Tissue Sampling.  We have a program that 
samples are pulled at three key 
developmental stages to assess the nutrients 
that the plant has acquired from the soil and 
will help head of yield robbing deficiencies.  
Tissue samples can be used to diagnose 
problems in the field also.

 Grid Sampling.  Taking soil samples from 
each few acres and use them to create 
fertility variable rate maps.

 R7 tool.  Using imagery, the R7 tool looks 
at historical data and also looks at in season 
imagery that can be used to make decisions 
on fertility and many other aspects.

 Seed placement and variable rate planting 
capabilities.  R7 and our other precision ag 
programs can help facilitate VR planting.

These are a few of the programs at our disposal.  
Some of these are things to think about for next 

season, but some can be implemented and 
utilized any time.
     Again, be safe out there and have a great 
spring.

Grain Comments
By Doug Biswell

     Spring has not quite yet sprung but we are 
another month closer.  I learned something in the 
month of March and that was where on earth 
Crimea is located.  Crimea, Ukraine, and 
Russia‘s power struggle has helped the corn and 
wheat prices even though not much has changed 
in that region’s exports.  Less than ideal early 
spring conditions in the hard winter wheat 
growing areas of the U.S. have supported the 
wheat price also.  It would make sense to take 
advantage of the recent rally we have seen in 
corn and wheat and get some stuff sold, old and 
new crop.  
     Beans have hung in very well based mostly 
on Chinese demand on the export front and very 
good soybean crush margins on the domestic 
front.  The folks that are feeding livestock and 
poultry are seeing good profits in doing so.  That 
equates to good demand for their protein source, 
which in a large part is soybean meal.  
     In the next few months there will be some 
new policies adopted in this department.  With 
our merger with MKC the grain department will 
be managed by Team Marketing Alliance, I 
would suggest you visit their web page at 
www.tmagrain.com.  I am looking forward to 
continuing to work with all of you.  
     Spring is a busy time of the year with a lot 
going on, please be safe in your activities and as 
always if you have any questions or comments 
please give me a call or come in and see me.

Regular price 
per bag

Promotion price 
per bag

1 ton + price per bag

Wind & Rain Hi Mag 4% Phos $18.40 $17.90 $17.40

Wind & Rain 7% Phos 
With CTC 2800G/IGR Fly Control

$25.60 $25.10 $24.60

All Other Purina Wind & Rain minerals qualify for discounts

Pro Phos 8% Phos AU 5600 $21.70 $21.20 $20.70

Pro Phos 12% Phos AU 3500 $23.90 $23.40 $22.90

All other LOL Pro Phos minerals qualify for discounts

Cattle Mineral 8% Phos AU5600 $19.50 $19.00 $18.50

Cattle Mineral 8% Phos AU3500 $18.05 $17.55 $17.05

Cattle Mineral 12% Phos AU3500 $21.30 $20.80 $20.30

Some other local mix Cattle Minerals qualify for discounts

Cattle Mineral Sale
Sale runs March 15 through May 15, 2014

- Receive $.50 per bag discount ($20/ton) on qualified cattle minerals.
- Purchase 1 ton or more and receive an additional $20/ton volume discount.
- Qualifying minerals include Purina Wind & Rain, LOL Pro Phos, and local mixed Cattle Minerals.
 Custom minerals do not qualify.
- Delivery cost is added to the following prices.
- Some example prices of our best sellers are:


